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Many honors were bestowed upon him, the
chief of which were: Fellowship in the Royal
Society of Edinburgh in 1917; Presidency of the
Canadian Orthopedic Association 1949–1950
(original member); Lecturership in Surgery at the
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of
Canada (1954); Charter Member and President of
the Winnipeg Medico-Legal Society when this
Society was formed; Fellowship in the American
College of Surgeons and later Senior Membership
in the American Academy of Orthopedic Sur-
geons; Member of the American Orthopedic
Association; Member of the Scientific Club of
Winnipeg; and Life Member of the Winnipeg
Medical Society.

Before permitting publication of any material,
he applied a rigid formula: “No one has any right
to publish unless he has something to say and has
done his best to say it aright.” His 77 publications,
the last presented the evening before his death,
exemplify this resolve. These “presented uncom-
mon clarity of mind and lucidity of language
which enabled him to make the complicated
simple and the chaotic orderly.”

A number of his publications are of lasting sig-
nificance. The “fish-tail graft” introduced the
principle of an interlocking graft in spine fusion.
Probably his most significant contribution was the
“posterolateral approach to the hip joint,” now
widely used by orthopedic surgeons. He preferred
to call this a “modified Köcher incision,” al-
though it was original in concept.
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Alexander GIBSON
1883–1956

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1883, Alexander
Gibson received a classical education. At the 
University of Edinburgh he established a remark-
able record: he was the first student in the history
of the University to earn all the scholarships
available to him during his courses, and in 1908,
he graduated MB, ChB, with first-class honors.
These high standards of scholarship were main-
tained throughout his whole life.

Having obtained the FRCS (England) in 1913,
he came to the University of Manitoba as Profes-
sor of Anatomy, a position that he held until 1920.
Following this period he began his career in
orthopedic surgery and was associated for several
years with the late H.P.H. Galloway. Later, as
Associate Professor of Surgery, he was responsi-
ble for orthopedic teaching in the University of
Manitoba. His remarkable lectures on applied
anatomy made a distinct contribution in bridging
the gap between the basic sciences and the clini-
cal field.

His hospital appointments included: Orthope-
dic Surgeon, Winnipeg General Hospital; Direc-
tor of the Department of Orthopedic Surgery,
Deer Lodge Hospital, Department of Veterans’
Affairs; and Consultant to the Sanatorium Board
of Manitoba.

During World War I, Gibson was active as a
surgeon in the Royal Army Medical Corps in
India and Egypt, and World War II found him
again in service as orthopedic surgeon in charge
of Hermeirs Red Cross Hospital in Scotland.


